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11.  (SBU)  Summary:  Citing  record  coca  eradication  in  2008,  the  USG  and  United  Nations  reported  significant  declines  in  Colombian  cocaine  produc 
112008 . Embassy  Bogota  is  encouraging  the  GOC  to  reduce  its  focus  on  total  hectares  eradicated  in  favor  of  an  eradication  strategy  aligned  with 

Total  Eradication  Down  in  2009 

12.  (SBU)  Total  coca  eradication  in  2009  is  projected  to  be  approximately  157,000  hectares,  32  percent  less  than  the  2008  eradication  total  of 

13.  (SBU)  Citing  record  coca  eradication  in  2008,  the  USG  and  United  Nations  reported  significant  declines  in  Colombian  cocaine  production  pote 
Funding  Shortfall  Nearly  Cancels  Manual  Eradication 

14.  (SBU)  Phase  IV  of  the  2009  manual  eradication  campaign,  scheduled  to  begin  in  mid-October,  was  delayed  until  November  10  due  to  funding  cor 

15.  (SBU)  An  estimated  130  to  140  mobile  eradication  groups  (GMEs  — 31  civilian  eradicators  per  GME)  will  work  under  police  and  army  protectior 
NAS  Support  to  Manual  Eradication 

16.  (SBU)  NAS  Bogota  assistance  for  manual  eradication  in  2009  has  included  air  lift  and  material  support.  Through  October,  NAS-supported  DIRAF 
FARC  Attacks  Against  Manual  Eradication  up  in  2009 

17.  (SBU)  As  of  November  9,  the  GOC  has  reported  a total  of  40  fatalities  during  manual  eradication  operations  in  2009  — including  25  security 

18.  (SBU)  Sniper  fire,  ambushes,  landmines,  command-detonated  IEDs,  and  mortar  and  cylinder  bomb  attacks  against  manual  eradication  groups  are 
19 ■ (SBU)  The  rise  in  attacks  on  manual  eradication  groups  is  attributed  to  an  increase  in  manual  eradication  operations  in  dangerous  Revolutic 
Manual  Eradication:  Chasing  Hectares 

110.  (SBU)  The  manual  eradication  annual  hectare  goal  ensures  that  GOC  eradication  planners  send  GMEs  to  areas  with  the  highest  concentration  c 

111.  (SBU)  The  GOC's  coca  eradication  strategy,  instead  of  focusing  on  total  hectares  eradicated,  should  seek  to  attack  replanting  and  sharply 
COMMENT 


112.  (SBU)  Reduced  funding  for  coca  eradication  programs  is  largely  the  root  of  the  drop  in  coca  eradication  in  2009.  While  aerial  eradication 
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